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Introductions 

Nina Johnson, Senior Technical
Assistance Specialist, National
Center on Early Childhood
Quality Assurance 

Kelly Maxwell, Co-Director for 
Early Childhood Research, 
Child Trends 
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Objectives 

• Learn about a new resource focused on 
licensing-related data 

• Learn about opportunities for supporting your 
collection and use of licensing data 
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  Setting the Stage 
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Varying data systems and requirements may 
make you feel like this. 
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       You may have questions about your data … 
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What do we have to report? 
And what information has to 
go on our website? 
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How can our licensing data 
help make our policies and 
practices better? 
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Licensing Data Guide 

• Collecting and using 
licensing data 
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Collecting Data 

• States/territories collect a wide array of licensing 
data 
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State Examples 
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Collecting Data 

• The impact of Child Care and Development 
Fund regulations on licensing data 

Child Care and Development Fund, 45 C.F.R. § 98 (2016). 
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Licensing Data Elements 
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Examples of Required Licensing Data 
Elements 
Data Element 

Collected 
in State 
System? 

Description Category 
CCDF 

Regulation 
Citation 

Shared 
In 

Annual 
aggregate 

Annual aggregate 
number of serious 
injuries in the state 
for each provider 
category and 
licensing status. 

Violations and 

Child Care and 
Development 
Fund, 45 
C.F.R.§ 
98.33(a)(5) 
(2016). 

Website enforcement 
serious injuries 
number of 

Full monitoring and Child Care and 
inspection reports, Development Full monitoring either in plain Fund, 45and inspection Monitoring Website language or with a C.F.R.§reports plain language 98.33(a)(4) 
summary. (2016). 

Child Care and 
Quality rating Development Website and Fund, 45 andThe QRIS rating Program improvement C.F.R.§level of the provider. characteristics ACF-system (QRIS) 98.71(a)(21) and 801(34)rating 98.33(a)(3) 

(2016). 
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Examples of Optional Data Elements 

Data Element 
Collected in 

State 
System? 

Description Category 

Enrollment: infants, 
toddlers, 
preschoolers, and 
school age 

The number of children enrolled in the 
program, by age group. 

Variances or waivers The type of variance or waiver for 
from licensing licensing standards granted to the 
standards program. 

Technical assistance A list of the technical assistance supports 
provided and activities provided to the program. 

Description of the type and cause of Description of the injury or fatality that resulted from the type and cause of licensing violation, including the bodily injury or fatality location. 

Program 
characteristics 

Program 
characteristics 

Program 
characteristics 

Violations and 
enforcement 
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How Data Are Collected 

• Varies widely across states and territories 
• Paper and pencil 
• Use of technology 

• Mobile phones, iPads, laptops 
• Web-based systems 
• Vendors 

• Regardless of how data are collected, it is 
important to ensure data are collected well 
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Issues with Licensing Data 

Common Challenges 

• Adding or changing a 
variable 

• Generating new reports 
• Linking to other data 
systems 

Possible Strategies 

• Data governance 
structure 

• Consistent 
documentation of data 

• Data linking promotion 
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Polling Question 

•What do you use the licensing data for in your 
state/territory? 
a. Evaluating your agency’s practices 
b. Helping improve quality 
c. Sharing with other agencies 
d. Other 
e. Not sure 

National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance 20 



 
  
  
 

   

Using Licensing Data 

• Evaluate practices 
• Examine inconsistencies in enforcement 
• Explore patterns of violations 
• Adjust caseloads 
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Uses of Licensing Data 
• Support efforts for continuous quality 
improvement 
•
violations 

•

•
frequently violated standards 

Target training, informed by frequent 

Look at the relationship between health and 
safety training and compliance 
Assess clarity and reasonableness of 
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Uses of Licensing Data 

• Coordinate with other agencies or programs 
• Communicate with other programs regarding 
compliance 

• Support best practices by sharing serious injury 
trend analysis with health (or other) consultants 

• Understand where children receiving subsidy go 
when a center or home closes 
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Uses of Licensing Data 

• Address questions about the early care and 
education system 
• Examine the number and type of violations at each 
quality rating level 

• Share aggregate data 
with providers to foster 
discussion 

• Understand disparities 
in access 
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Licensing Data Technical Assistance 

National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance 25 



    
 

   
  

     
  

   

   

Technical Assistance 

• Provide support on topics such 
as the following: 
• Adding new data elements; 
• Revising data systems; 
• Using licensing data to help
answer questions of interest;
and 

• Strengthening the quality of
data. 

If interested, email Nina Johnson at Nina.Johnson@icf.com. 
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Resources 

• The National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance’s new 
resource, A Guide to Support States and Territories’ Use of Child 
Care Licensing Data, helps CCDF and licensing administrators 
assess current licensing data systems and identify needed changes. 
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/guide-support-states-and-
territories-use-child-care-licensing-data 

• The ChildCare.gov Project resource page highlights resources 
related to technology, data systems, and data governance. Visit 
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/centers/childcaregov-project. 
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Thank You! 
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Phone: 877Phone: 877--296296--22502250 
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